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Empowering the next generation to transform “I can’t” into “I can” and their dreams 

into plans through innovative financial literacy, work readiness, and  

entrepreneurship experiences taught by role models from the community. 

Hello, JA Hero. 

 
Get ready to make their JA Finance Park

®
  

experience unforgettable (and empowering!)

The JA Finance Park Program 

(before the visit) 
Before students travel to JA Finance Park, they take 

part in JA’s unique 14-lesson classroom curriculum, 

split into four main categories, taught by their teacher. 

This knowledge serves as a foundation in personal 

finance education and gives them the skills they need 

to take on their JA Finance Park® experience with  

everything they need to be successful. They’ve  

covered: income; debit and credit; saving,  

investing, and risk management; and, budget. 

 

 Students recognize the role of financial  

institutions and the various services they  

provide. Through case study, games, graphing, 

and other group activities, students understand 

the advantages of saving, investing, and using 

credit wisely.  

 Students compare financial institutions and their 

services. Through discussion and a game  

activity they also weigh the advantages and 

disadvantages of debit and credit. Lastly,  

students examine the role of credit scores and 

credit reporting have on personal finances.   

 Students explore saving and compare  

investments as a part of their overall financial 

planning. They also examine risk and how  

insurance may help protect savings.  

 Students discover the importance of spending 

money wisely and recognize a budget as a  

valuable tool. They create personal budgets 

based on saving and lifestyle goals and day-to-

day situations.  

 

JA Finance Park Fairfax County serves 

14,000 Fairfax County Public School youth 

every year with the help of thousands of JA 

Hero volunteers just like you. You are the key 

to making their experience unforgettable and 

bringing the program to life through your own 

life and career experiences. 
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STUDENT ORIENTATION 

(10 minutes) 
 
Students gather for a brief wel-
come and overview of their day. 
 
Students disperse into small 
groups with their assigned adult 
volunteer to go to their storefront.

SETUP & SAVINGS 

(40 minutes) 

 
Students put lunches in clear bin. 
Students create a nametag for 
themselves. All supplies can be 
found in the black bin in the  
storefronts. 
 
Volunteers and students get  
acquainted; students interview 
volunteers using questions  
provided in storefronts. 
 
Students login to the software 
and answer lifestyle questions 
about plans/hopes for their  
financial future.  
 
Students share aspects of their 
assigned “Life Situation” –  
including income, job title and 
education background, marital 
status, if they have children,  
existing savings and debt, and 
their credit score.  
 
Students calculate their Net 
Monthly Income (NMI) and their 
household total NMI.  
 
Volunteers lead a discussion on 
savings and students decide what 
they will set as a monthly savings 
goal. They then allocate their 
savings to three saving buckets. 

RESEARCH 

(60 minutes—includes 20-

minute lunch) 
 
Students visit each storefront to 
access information and search for 
clues in each budget category 
using their tablets.  Students will 
also apply for mortgage and 
transportation loans and  
participate in a volunteer- led 
discussion. 
 
Students compete the ICI  
Education Foundation Investing 
Road Trip activity by answering a 
series of questions on their tablet 
(the answers can be found in the 
ICI wall exhibit located across 
from the Washington Nationals  
Budget Review and Checkout).  
 
There are three 20 minute lunch 
groups during Research.  
Students should listen for their 
lunch group to be called. 

BUDGET 

(20 minutes) 
 
Students build their monthly 
budget, informed by their  
research and volunteer  
discussion. 
 
Students allocate or distribute 
100% of their household NMI 
dollars during this part of the day 
and record the budget plan on the 
tablet.  

SHOPPING 

(40 minutes) 
 
In their home storefront, students 
make shopping selections on 
their tablet, based on their  
budget. 
 
Students discover how close they 
came to budgeting accurately, 
based on their wants and needs. 
They may spend more in a  
category than they budgeted, but 
overall they may not spend more 
than their NMI.

PAYMENT & CHECKOUT 

(45 minutes) 
 
Students revisit storefronts and 
kiosks to pay their bills. Note: 
some items are paid for with a 
debit card (provided by  
volunteers) and other items are 
paid electronically by making an 
online payment on their tablet. 
Debit card number must match 
account number on the student’s 
tablet. 
 
After paying their bills, students 
again answer the lifestyle  
questions, review their final  
reports, return debit cards to the 
volunteers, then proceed to the 
Checkout area to return their 
tablets to JA staff and reflect on 
their life situation and decisions.  

CLOSING 

(15 minutes) 
 
Students return to the auditorium 
for a group debrief. Students are 
dismissed from auditorium to 
buses. 
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During this part of the day students are assigned their  
“Life Situation.” They will learn their Net Monthly Income 
(NMI) and determine their Monthly Savings. 

TABLET SETUP & STUDENT LOGIN 

 Point out to students that their account  
number and PIN is on the top front of 
each tablet. 

 Students will login to the JA Finance 
Park

®
 application using their assigned 

account number. 

 The software will guide them, step by step, 
through the following login process: 

 1. Enter their account number. 
 2. Enter their first name and last name. 
 3. Use the drop-down boxes to indicate 
 gender, school name, social studies/
 civics teacher, and grade level. 
 

 Students must answer the lifestyle ques-
tions that pop up. All questions are multi-
ple choice and have no “right” or 
“wrong” response. Note: 

 Students should answer questions 
quickly; 

 Students cannot go back to change 
answers;  

 Students’ responses do not af-
fect the “Life Situation” they will 
be assigned.  

 
STUDENTS READ AND SHARE THEIR LIFE 
SITUATIONS 

 Have students read their individual life 
situation and describe one key highlight 
to the group. Encourage them to  
highlight key information like education debt, 
credit card debt, family size, income, and 
current savings. 

 After sharing life situations,  
students can select their personal 
avatar. 

 Have students click the “next”  
button on the tablet and complete 
their NMI screen. 

INTRODUCTION 
Following the student orientation, JA

®
 

staff will give students their tablets, 
and volunteers will lead their group of 
students to their assigned storefront. 

 Introduce yourself, and ask each 
student to introduce themselves; 
students may use interview  
questions to learn more about their 
volunteer. 

 Have students create a nametag 
that indicates his or her real name. 
Name tags can be found in the black 
bin. 

 Tell students which lunch group they 
are assigned. 

 
DISCUSS MODEL BUDGET 
Point out the model budget samples 
for a family with children and without 
children (these are in the black bin in 
your storefront). 

 Remind students that they will be 
building a monthly family budget 
today. 

 Let students know that the “model” 
budget provides some guidelines, 
but that personal budgets vary  
depending on resources,  
personal preferences, and values. 

 Ask if there are things they or their 
family does or does not include in 
their budget that others do (example: 
Cable TV). 
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Calculate Net Monthly Income (NMI) 

Students will drag their monthly taxes from the small 
box on the right to the large box on the left. Then they 
will press the “click to calculate” button. A calculator 
will appear on the right. 

Have the students take the Gross Monthly Income 
and subtract the total monthly taxes that are in  
parenthesis. 
 
Hit the  “$” to get their household NMI, then the “next”  
button to move on. 
 
The next screen will request a 3 digit code to 
move on. After all students have reached the lock 
screen (pictured right), have them place their tablets 
face down on the table and begin the savings  
discussion. The code will be given by a JA staff  
member after the savings discussion detailed on 
the next page. 
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Students’ first budget decision will be to  
create a savings plan which you will  
discuss before the group moves on.  
The JA Finance Park

® 
 

savings plan is called  
“Pay Yourself First.” 

 

SAVINGS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Begin this segment by asking the following 
guided questions: 

Why do we save money? 
To buy things that we can’t afford to buy today. 
 
What kinds of things do we save money for? 
A home, car, emergency funds, children’s education, retirement, vacation, 
etc. 
 
Why do we pay ourselves first? 
To ensure that we have set aside the necessary income for the important 
things we want/need down the road. 

Many experts recommend that individuals 
save at least 10% each month. Saving— 
paying yourself first— helps keep your  
priorities in order and helps assure your 
financial security. 
 
Whatever you save each month, the total is 
divided into multiple buckets you are  
saving for. Let’s talk about how you will 
divide your savings into emergency funds, 
retirement, and other savings today. 

Do you think it would be easy to set aside this amount? 
 
Do you think having a saving goal or goals would make it easier to 
save? 
 
 
How much do you want to plan on saving this month? 

EMERGENCY FUND TALKING POINTS QUESTIONS 

Many financial experts recommend  
having 3—6 months income in savings for 
emergencies. Emergency funds  
assist families in the event of income loss 
due to loss of employment, a major medical 
emergency, etc. 

What other reasons might a family need emergency funds?  
Examples: car repair, emergency travel, storm damage 
 
How many months of your income should you have saved in an 
emergency fund and why? 
3—6 months, loss of job, medical emergency, etc. 
 

RETIREMENT FUND TALKING POINTS QUESTIONS 

Share with students that time is on their 
side when it comes to saving for  
retirement. Saving even a little each month 
will mean growth of their money 30, 40, or 
more years down the road. 

Do you know what three things are key to growing savings in the 
long-term?  
The amount of money you save, the interest rate, and time 
 
 

OTHER SAVINGS TALKING POINTS QUESTIONS 

 Do you think you want to own a home someday? 
 
Do you know how much lenders typically want for a down payment 
before approving a home loan? 
20% down is the standard 
 
Do you know how to estimate how much house you can afford? 
Many financial experts recommend spending no more than three (3) 
times your annual income on a home. To determine what price you can 
pay for a home, multiply your NMI times 36 (3 years=36 months) 
 
What are other things that you would like to save for? 
Vacation, boat, technology, etc. 

Following the Savings Discussion, JA
®
 staff will announce the 3-digit code to unlock the  

tablet for Savings >> 
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Record Savings 

Students must first tap all of the green buttons to reveal 5%, 10%, and 15% of NMI.  
This gives them a guide about how much they could save each month. 
 
Please encourage students to stay within these guidelines. 
 
Students must save at least 2% of NMI in JA Finance Park

®
. Encourage them to save more 

than the minimum. They have learned in class that 10% should be their goal. 
 
They will divide their total savings into each savings bucket at the bottom of the page. Note: 
They must record their total month savings before recording the amount to be distributed to 
retirement, emergency, and other savings. 
 
Share with students that tracking savings and investments today are easier today than ever. 
There are several apps that can be downloaded to your mobile phone that help you track 
your progress. 
 
Question for students: What options are available to people who want to earn interest 
on their savings and make their money work for them? 
Savings accounts, CDs, money market accounts, bonds, stocks, and mutual fund.  
 

Please wait for JA
®
 staff to announce the code to unlock Research  

before moving forward >> 
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During this phase of the day, students will be moving from 
storefront to storefront in JA Finance Park

®
 and learning 

more about each budget category and spending choices 
they have to “live within their means.” Lunch breaks will  
occur during this period. 

VISITING STOREFRONTS 
Students are assigned to A, B, or C lunch. You 
can find that information on the front of your 
binder. 

 20 minutes— students and volunteers listen for 
their lunch to be called. The lunch area is  
located in the back of JA Finance Park in the 
Chick-fil-A Dining Out area. 

 40 minutes— If your students are not at lunch 
they will walk around the facility with their  
tablets, researching categories and finding 
clues to assist them with budget making.  
Volunteers remain in the storefronts. 

 Upon entering a storefront, the students will tap 
on the associated icon on the tablet. They will 
enter the 3-digit code displayed on the kiosk 
computer in the storefront. Then, students read 
the information provided.  

 After all research is completed, students will 
apply for a Mortgage (under Credit Union) and 
Auto Loan (under Transportation) on their  
tablets from their home storefront. 

 When students complete all Research activities, 
they will complete the ICI Education Foundation 
Investing Road Trip (see separate instructions 
on accessing the digital app on students’  
tablets). Encourage students to visit the ICI 
Education Foundation Investing Road Trip  
exhibit for the answers, located across from the 
Washington Nationals Budget Review and 
Checkout. 

 

RESEARCH 
Before students can build a budget, 
they need to do some research and be 
sure they understand the basics of 
each spending choice. 

 During research, all students are 
required to visit each storefront. 

 Later, when building a budget, some 
categories will be required. Others 
are not. Example: Child care— those 
that have children will have a child 
care expense; families without chil-
dren will not have this expense in 
their budget. 

 
Question for students: What does  
living within your means mean? 
Simply stated, it means spending no 
more than you earn. 
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DISCUSSION POINTS 

 Did you learn any new information through 
your research? 

 In which category do you think that you will 
spend the most amount of money? 

 In which category do you think that you will 
spend the least amount of money? 

 What is the average cost, nationally, of a 
family health insurance plan? (15,700/year, 
$1,308/month) 

 What does the average family spend on 
clothing each year ($680 per person per 
year, about $57/month— students will decide 
on clothing for the month, keep in mind that 
their family has a wardrobe at home) 

 Do you think that you will dine out? Why or 
why not? 

 What does the average family spend on  
dining out? ($2,600/year, $217/month) 

 

 

If students finish Research and the ICI 
Scavenger Hunt early, tell them to 
explore the multiple screens in each 
research category on their tablets— 
looking for clues to assist them with 
making their budget. 
 
Volunteers can also lead a discussion 
using the points below. Additional 
questions can be found on the Quick 
Reference Guide in the front of your 
binder. 
 
If students are not able to unlock all of 
the research categories, use the  
laminated code sheet (found in your 
bin) to help them find the missing 
codes. 
 

Please wait for JA
®
 staff to announce the code to unlock Budget 

before moving forward >> 
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During this phase of the day, students allocate their  
household NMI to each budget category. The student tablet 
will display a monthly budget. Their allocations will be 
based on the minimum and maximum guidelines on their 
screen and the research they just conducted. 

HINTS AND REMINDERS 
These can be shared with students as they plan 
their budget: 

 The budget guidelines provided are national 
averages. 

 Students may choose to budget more or less 
than the guidelines indicate. 

 As students enter a budget amount, they can 
refer back to the information shared during re-
search by clicking on the “Research” button at 
the top of the application page or clicking the 
budget category name. 

 For more information on individual categories, 
refer to the description in the “Research” tab. 

 
Please have students wait for JA

® 
Staff to give 

the 3-digit code for Shopping before moving 
forward >> 
 

CREATING A BUDGET 
Savings, minimum credit card  
payments, and minimum education 
debt payments appear on the budget. 
Students can adjust the amounts if 
desired. Note that savings cannot be 
less than 2% of NMI, and credit and 
education payments cannot be less 
that the minimum required. 

 100% of their income must be 
allocated. Their screen will indi-
cate the amount left to allocate. 
They will not be allowed to move on 
until all their dollars are allocated. 

 Please review the students’ budg-
ets, once they have allocated 
100% of their income to make 
sure that they are complete. 

 Remind students they cannot 
make changes once they have 
saved their budget. 
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// Shopping 
During this phase, students will go shopping and discover how easy or 
difficult it may be to make spending choices that stay within their budget. 

SHOPPING 
Students will shop on their tablets in their home 
storefront. The tablet will display their shopping 
options and pricing. Selections can be made by 
tapping the choice or choices desired. The  
graphic near the top of the application page will 
indicate the shopping amount compared to the 
amount budgeted. Students can also see the 
amount they have spent so far on the top of the 
screen. Here are some hints to help students with 
their shopping: 

 Housing must be shopped before home  
insurance and utilities. 

 Transportation must be shopped before auto 
insurance and automotive maintenance.  

 Students must remember to consider their  
assigned family when making shopping  
decisions. 

 Students can spend more or less than the 
amount they budgeted, depending on what  
information they discover during shopping. If they 
spend more in one category, they will have to 
spend less in another. 

 Students may reduce savings if necessary but 
total savings cannot fall below 2% of NMI. Do 
not share this with students unless or until they 
don’t have other options that require them to 
spend more than their NMI. If a student has  
adjusted their savings amount at all, they will 
need to reallocate to the three budgets:  
emergency fund, retirement, and other savings.  
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Housing Consider their family size when looking for house. 
 
They may buy a home if they are approved for a mortgage. If not, they must rent. If approved, they 
may buy a home or rent. 
 
Other expenses associated with housing that must be included in  
shopping: home/renters insurance, utilities (electric, water/sewer/trash).  

Transportation If married, they must budget for two vehicles or plan to use public transportation.  
 
If they have children and purchase a vehicle, at east one of them must be large enough to  
accommodate their entire family. 
 
Other expenses associated with buying a car— automotive maintenance and auto insurance. 
 
If using public transportation, there are no additional related transportation expenses. 

Child Care If there are two children in the family, they must budget for child care expenses for both children, 
based on the age of the children. 
 

Entertainment Students must plan to include all family members in their entertainment outings during the month. 
 

Education If they have an education loan, the minimum monthly payment is already populated (amount is  
noted in the budget). If their career requires continuing education or certification, they should budget 
for that in addition to the repayment of the loan.  

Credit Card Students can choose the amount they pay toward the balance, but the minimum payment is already 
populated. 

A final word… Students may not spend more than their household NMI this month. They may have cash left over. 
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During this phase, students will revisit all the storefronts to pay their 
bills. They will visit Checkout to return their tablets, and visit the  
College and Career Center before returning to their home storefronts. 
Volunteers: please stay in in your storefronts. 

DEBIT CARDS 
Give each student the debit card  
associated with his or her account 
number. Remind students that they 
can find their PIN on the tablet. Debit 
card may not be given to a student 
who has not completed his or her 
shopping. 
 
MAKING PAYMENTS 

 Students will move from storefront to 
storefront processing payments from 
items purchased during shopping. 

 Upon entering a storefront, students 
will tap on the associated icon on the 
tablet. They will enter the 3-digit 
code displayed on the kiosk  
computer in the storefront.  

 Some storefronts require debit card 
payments, while others require 
online payments. 

 If online payment, student verifies 
payment amount on computer kiosk. 

 If debit payment, students need to 
follow the directions, which are  
located at each debit card station. 
These directions are also provided 
on this page. 

To make a debit card payment: 
1. Tap icon on tablet 
2. Enter Business ID on tablet 
3. Click on computer 
4. Swipe debit card 
5. Enter PIN on kiosk computer 
6. Look for “Success” confirmation on tablet 

VERIFYING PAYMENTS AND LIFESTYLE GOALS 

 Students view their Budget Review screen and verify that all 
payments have been made. 

 Once students have completed all payments, they will an-
swer the lifestyle questions again and hit the “next” button. 

 
CHECK OUT 
Before students come to checkout, they must return their 
debit card to the volunteer. 

 Students proceed to Check Out. A JA® staff member will 
collect the tablets. 

 Students’ Budget Review reports will be emailed to the 
classroom teacher for review and follow up at school. 

 After checking out, students may go to the College and  
Career Center. 
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When students have completed their check out, they should visit the 
College and Career Center. When prompted by JA® staff, students 
will return to their home storefronts. 

HOUSEKEEPING 

 Volunteers collect remaining debit 
cards and place them back in the 
bin. 

 Have students tidy their storefront by 
picking up any trash, putting chairs 
back, and collecting any personal 
belongings. 

 Compliment students on their  
success today— they created a 
budget and stuck to it! 

 If there is time, you may have a  
closing discussion with students 
using the guided questions. 

 
DEBRIEF 

 Students return to their home  
storefront for a debrief discussion 
with their volunteer.  

DEBRIEF QUESTIONS 
Was the cost of daycare surprising to you? 
What additional options or solutions might 
families consider for child care? 
Possible answers may include: parents could 
change shifts so that one of them is home with 
children while the other works. Live near  
grandparents or other family members who might 
be able to help with child care. Consider having 
one parent quit working to stay home full-time, 
especially if one parent is only working part-time.  
 
Did you budget for additional education over 
and above your existing loan? 
 
Did you pay the minimum monthly payment on 
your credit card or make a larger payment? 
 
Did you increase your debt load by making a 
purchase in furniture or home improvement? 
Why or why not? 
 
Did your credit score make it difficult to buy a 
home or car? What causes a credit score to be 
low? 
Possible answers may include: too many credit 
cards, too much debt, being late on payments, not 
having enough income compared to debt.  


